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Historische Wurzeln der neuen religiösen Bewegungen 
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Soziologische Erklärungen des Phänomens › Neue religiöse 
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f:(" #(;*/(:76" $-(" 7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7" s(%-7&%-(:76-7" F-($-7" %7" $-(" 6-S
6-7F/(&%6-7"G'C%'*'6%-"-%7-".-%3-"6-0-**0?3)U&*%?3-("a3/7'B-7-"3-()76-S
C'6-7D" f:" %37-7" C/3*-7" %70A-0'7$-(-" $%-" 8-(0&/(;&-" Q7$%8%$:)*%0%-(:76"
:7$"E-(-%7C-*:76"$-("1-70?3-7" %7")7'7=B%0%-(&-7"6('M0&/$&%0?3-7":7$"
6('M%7$:0&(%-**-7" 9-A-70S" :7$" s(6)7%0)&%'70C:0)BB-73/76-7D" Q7" E-(S
A%7$:76"B%&"F)?30-7$-B"9-%0&:760$(:?;":7$"3'3-("1'A%*%&/&0-(F)(&:76"
C-(0&n(-7"$%-0-"$%-" *';)*-7":7$"0'C%)*-7"R%7$:76-7D",)$:(?3"3)A-7"0%?3"
$%-"h'(B-7":7$"1'&%8-"$-(" 0'C%)*-7"G-*A0&(-2(/0-7&)&%'7" %7"$-7" *-&C&-7"
$(-%M%6" X)3(-7" $-:&*%?3" 8-(0?3'A-7D" ,-(" @(-7$" 6-3&" F-6" 8'7" $-("
a(/0-7&)&%'7" -(F'(A-7-7" R-0%&C-0" :7$" 3%7" C:(" #(F)(&:76" 8'7" 9-A-70S
p:)*%&/&" $:(?3" #(*-A-708%-*U)*&" :7$" S%7&-70%&/&D" ,%-0-" E-(0?3%-A:76" 02%-S
6-*&"0%?3"):?3"):U"$-("#A-7-"$-("0'C%'*'6%0?3-7"@3-'(%-7]"Q7"$-(">A*n0:76"
$-(" 3%-()(?3%0?3" 0&)&:0A-&'7&-7" 5*)00-7&3-'(%-" $:(?3" $%-" )7" *-A-70S
F-*&*%?3-7" G-*A0&-7&FL(U-7" :7$" %3(-7" .-)*%0%-(:760U'(B-7" '(%-7&%-(&-"
1%*%-:&3-'(%-" c86*D"T()$%*<"!4^\dD" QB"3-$'7%0&%0?3-7"1%*%-:"C-%6&" 0%?3"$%-"
%BB-70-" R-$-:&:76" $-0" .-%0-70<" %7&-70%8-(" ;n(2-(*%?3-(" :7$"
-B'&%'7)*-("#(U)3(:76-7":7$"$%-"$)A-%" 0?3'7"-%76-2*)7&-7"R-C%-3:760S
)AA(L?3-" :7$" S7-:)7U/76-" )*0" E-(02(-?3-7" 8'7" >AF-?30*:76" :7$" 8%-*S
U/*&%6-B"9:0&-(*-A-7D"G-%&">7U)76"$-("7-:7C%6-("X)3(-";:(0%-(-7"$-B-7&S
02(-?3-7$"$%-"R-6(%UU-"$-("#(*-A7%0S":7$"G2)M6-0-**0?3)U&"%7"$-7"1-$%-7"
:7$" 0'C%'*'6%0?3-7"@3-'(%-7" c86*D" G?3:*C-<"!44Vd"P"):?3<"F-77" 0-%&"$-B"
!!D" G-2&-BA-(" VWW!" $)0" #7$-" $-(" G2)M6-0-**0?3)U&" 2(';*)B%-(&" F%($D"





-(U)3(:760&-?37%;-7<" $%-" 3/:U%6" -%7-" 1%0?3:76" CF%0?3-7" >72)00:760S
8-(F-%6-(:76":7$"5'B2-70)&%'7"$-0" 9-%0&:760$(:?;0" C:*)00-7D" QB2*%C%&"
F%-"-j2*%C%&")(&%;:*%-(&"0%?3"%7"@-%*-7"$-("7-:-7"(-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:76"):?3"
-%7-"5(%&%;")7"$-("J;)*&-7O"&-?37';()&%0?3-7".)&%'7)*%&/&"$-("1'$-(7-":7$"
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !!I"
)7" $-7" %(()&%'7)*-7" fL6-7" $%-0-(" )B" @-*'0" $-0" 1)&-(%)*%0B:0" :7$" $-0"
n;'7'B%0?3-7"#(U'*60"'(%-7&%-(&-7".)&%'D"
Q7" $-("T%7F-7$:76" C:(" E-(/7$-(:76" $-("e-*&" $:(?3" G-*A0&8-(/7$-S
(:76" 8-(A%7$-7" 0%?3" ):?3" (-0%67)&%8-" B%&" '2&%B%0&%0?3-7" #%70&-**:76-7"
:7$" F-($-7" s37B)?3&0-(U)3(:76-7" $:(?3" c>**Sd1)?3&8'(0&-**:76-7"







0-7" #(U'(0?3:76" F%(" 6-()$-" A-6%77-7" :0FD" zDDD{D" ,)0" Y-:-" :7$"
#(B:&%6-7$-" UL(" $-7" U()7Cn0%0?3-7"9-0-(" )A-("F)(" $%-" '2&%B%0&%S
0?3-":7$"3'*%0&%0?3-",)(0&-**:760F-%0-<"$%-"e%00-70?3)U&":7$"#0'S
&-(%;" 8-(A)7$" :7$" -%7-7" *-A-7$%6-7<" U)0C%7%-(-7$-7" :7$" 6-3-%BS
7%08'**-7"5'0B'0"8'(0&-**&-<"%7"$-B"$)0"B-70?3*%?3-"9-A-7"F%-$-("











)**-7" ,)0-%70" :7$" $-(" E-(A:7$-73-%&" )**-("e-0-7" 0&-3-7" 0-%&" b-3-(" $-7"
R%*$-(7" 8'7" $-0&(:;&%8-(" >:U*n0:76" :7$" )A0'*:&-B" #7$-" -7&6-6-7" :7$"





Wissenschaftsbezug, Atheismus und Religiosität 
e-*?3-" R-U(%-$%6:76" :7$" R-(:3%6:76" 0%?3"B%&" A-0&%BB&-7" h'(B-7" :7$"
Q73)*&-7" 8'7" .-*%6%'0%&/&" 6-F%77-7" */00&<" 'UU-7A)(&" 0%?3" -(0&" )76-0%?3&0"
$-(";'B2-70%-(-7$-7">70&(-76:76-7<"$-(-("-0"A-$)(U<":B"-%7-"()&%'7)*%0S
&%0?3S)&3-%0&%0?3-" #%70&-**:76" ;'70-p:-7&" ):U(-?3&C:-(3)*&-7D" ,-B" h);S
&:B"$-0"@'$-0")*0"$-B"-7$6L*&%6-7"#7$-"B-70?3*%?3-7",)0-%70"%70">:6-"
C:" 0-3-7<" U(-%" 8'7" Q**:0%'7-7" LA-(" %(6-7$" -%7-" h'(B" $-(" h'(&-j%0&-7C<"
-7&A-3(&" )76-0%?3&0" $-(" $)B%&" 8-(A:7$-7-7" R-6(-7C:76" $-0"
B-70?3*%?3-7" 9-A-70C%-*0" :7$" S0%770" ):U" F-7%6-" X)3(C-37&-" 7%?3&" -%7-0"
6-F%00-7" 1)M-0" )7" K():0)B;-%&" 6-6-7" 0%?3" :7$" )7$-(-D" #0" *%-6&" 7)3-"
)7C:7-3B-7<"$)00"3%-(":7&-(0?3F-**%6"):?3"0)$'B)0'?3%0&%0?3-" QB2:*0-"
R-U(%-$%6:76" U%7$-7" ;n77-7<" $%-"B%&" $-(" R-&'7:76" $-(" :7)A/7$-(*%?3-7"
e)3(3-%&"$%-0-0"G)?38-(3)*&-0":7$"$-("Y'&F-7$%6;-%&"8'7".-)*%0B:0":7$"
e)3(3)U&%6;-%&" 6-(-?3&U-(&%6&" :7$" ()&%'7)*%0%-(&" F-($-7D" Y-A-7"
h)&)*%0B:0" :7$" )A6-;*/(&SA%&&-(-(" T'UU7:760*'0%6;-%&" A-0&%BB-7" b-$'?3"
):?3"&('&C%6S2('B-&3-%0?3-0"T-*$-7S":7$"G?3n2U-(&:B"%7"E-(A%7$:76"B%&"
e)3(3)U&%6;-%&02)&3'0"b-7-"T)*&:76<"B%&"F-*?3-("$-("B'$-(7S):U6-;*/(&-"
1-70?3" $-B" :7)A/7$-(*%?3-7" G?3%?;0)*" $-0%**:0%'7%-(&" %70" >:6-" 0?3):&"
c86*D"CD"RD" %7"Y%-&C0?3-0"F8%S*#I9U33*".#?" z!4I[{"'$-("G)(&(-0"96$&2*4#&
.#/&/6$&f4+,%$" z!4^I{dD",)A-%"3)&&-"$%-"G/;:*)(%0%-(:76" %7"$-("Y)?3U'*6-"
):U" $%-" 7'?3" (-*%6%n0" A-6(L7$-&-7" ):U;*/(-7$-7" G?3(%U&-7" 8'7",-0?)(&-0"
'$-("5)7&" %3(-" &%-U-(" *%-6-7$-7"1'&%8-"6-()$-"):?3" %7"$-7"-j%0&-7&%-**-7"
R-/760&%6:76-7<" $%-" 8'7" $-(" ?3(%0&*%?3-7" .-*%6%'7" %7" %3(-7" 7%?3&" B-3("
&(n0&-7$-7" #(0?3-%7:760U'(B-7" ):06-6)76-7" F)(-7D" G'F'3*"
)2';)*=2&%0?3-"t760&-":7$"$-("T-j-7F)37"$-(" U(L3-7"Y-:C-%&"F%-"):?3"
$%-">:0-(F/3*&3-%&0*-3(-"$-0"a('&-0&)7&%0B:0";'77&-7"$-7"G?3*:00"7)3-"
*-6-7<" $)00" -%7" ;:(C-0" -%7B)*%6-0" 9-A-7" '37-" h'(&A-0&)7$" -%7-(" G--*-"
A-00-(" C:" -(&()6-7" 0-%" )*0" -%7-" %7" -F%6-(" E-($)BB7%0" U'(&-j%0&%-(-7$-"
G--*-D""
h(-:$" c!4V\d" ;'70&)&%-(&-" $-B"7L?3&-(7-7"R*%?;" ):U" $)0" C-%&*%?3" A-S
6(-7C&-" -%6-7-",)0-%7" c'$-(" %70" 'UU-7-">:6-"$-(" G23%7jd" -%7-7"3n3-(-7"
K()$")7"20=?3%0?3-(".-%U-D",)6-6-7"0-&C&-"-("(-*%6%n0-"#B2U%7$:76-7":7$"
$%-" T'UU7:76" ):U" -%7-" h'(&-j%0&-7C" $-(" G--*-" 7)?3" $-B" @'$" B%&" .-S
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !!\"
6(-00%'7<" E-(0?3B-*C:7600-370:?3&" :7$" (-)*%&/&08-(*-:67-7$-B"
e:70?3$-7;-7" 6*-%?3D",-77'?3"F)(" ):?3" -(" C-%&F-%0-" 8-(0:?3&<" 0%?3" %B"
f:0)BB-73)76" B%&" $-(" 5*/(:76" $-0" mA-(&()6:76023/7'B-70" 2)()20=S
?3'*'6%0?3-7" #(;*/(:76-7" )7C:7/3-(7" :7$" F:($-" $)UL(" 0'6)(" 8'(LA-(S
6-3-7$"1%&6*%-$"$-("C:("#(U'(0?3:76"2)()20=?3'*'6%0?3-("a3/7'B-7-"%7"
9'7$'7" 6-6(L7$-&-7" 2)+4*%H& 1)"& D$H+,)0)?4+60& -*$*6"+,& c86*D" 1%0?3'<"
!4\HdD",%-0" -7&02(%?3&" b-$'?3" -3-(" h(-:$0"h'(0?3:760)7&(%-A" %7"$-(" G:S
?3-"7)?3"9n0:76-7" UL(":76-;*/(&-"h()6-7":7$" 0-%7-("R-(-%&0?3)U&<" $)UL("
):?3" :7;'78-7&%'7-**-" e-6-" C:" A-0?3(-%&-7" :7$" -%6-7-" E'(A-3)*&-"
c8'(LA-(6-3-7$d" ):UC:6-A-7D" 9-&C&*%?3" F)(" b-$'?3" UL(" %37" $%-" e%00-7S
0?3)U&"/6$"Q70&(:B-7&"$-(">:U;*/(:76":7$"R-;/B2U:76"8'7"Q(()&%'7)*%&/&"
:7$" >A-(6*):A-" 0?3*-?3&3%7" :7$" $%-" A-0&-" 1n6*%?3;-%&<" $%-" 1)?3&" 8'7"
.-*%6%'7" :7$" 5%(?3-" C:" A(-?3-7D" ,)A-%" LA-(0)3" -(" $%-" %(()&%'7)*-7" QBS
2:*0-<" $%-" 7%?3&" 0-*&-7" F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-7" Q7&-(-00-7" B'&%8%-(-7$"
C:6(:7$-" *%-6-7" c86*D" R(:77-(<" !44Hd<" )A-(" ):?3" $)0" B%&" e%00-70?3)U&"
8-(A:7$-7-" 1)?3&S" :7$" K-*&:7600&(-A-7<" $)0" 0%?3" 7%?3&" 0-*&-7" %7" $-("
$-U%7%&'(%0?3-7" :7$" &-?37%0?3-7" R-B/?3&%6:76" $-(" #(;-77&7%0SsAb-;&-"
/:M-(&D"E'(")**-B")A-("3)&"$)0"VWD"X)3(3:7$-(&"B-3(U)?3"6-C-%6&<"F%-"-76"
0%?3" F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-" .)&%'7)*%&/&" :7$" 2'*%&%0?3S6-0-**0?3)U&*%?3-"
Q(()&%'7)*%&/&"B%&-%7)7$-("8-(0?3(/7;-7";n77-7D""





8-(A:7$-7<" )*0'" B%&" 7)(C%00&%0?3-7" K()&%U%;)&%'7-7<" $%-" @('0&" 6-F/3(-7"
UL(" $-7" E-(C%?3&" ):U" X-70-%&0ST'UU7:76-7D" ,)00" 0%?3" 6-()$-" %7" $%-0-7"
()&%'7)*%0&%0?3-7" E-()A0'*:&%-(:76-7" F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-(" 1)?3A)(;-%&"
):?3"p:)0%S(-*%6%n0-":7$"B)6%0?3-">7&-%*-"0'F%-">**B)?3&08'(0&-**:76-7"
:7$" G?3n2U-(F)37" 8-(A-(6-7" ;n77-7<" %0&" -%7-" #(;-77&7%0<" $%-" 0%?3" $-("
bL76-(-7":7$"bL760&-7"3%0&'(%0?3-7"#(U)3(:76"B%&"e%00-70?3)U&")*0"-%7-B"








(%0?3-" >:&'(Q77-7" %BB-("F%-$-(" A-(:U-7D" #7&02(-?3-7$" 0?3F)7;-7" $%-"
-0'&-(%0?3-7"1-&)23=0%;-7"CF%0?3-7"e%00-70?3)U&00;-2&%C%0B:0":7$"$-("
R-(:U:76" ):U" )76-A*%?3" 7-:-0&-" 23=0%;)*%0?3-" #(;-77&7%00-" )*0" 2)()$%6S
B)&%0?3-B"R-C:602:7;&D"#%7-(0-%&0"8-(F-(U-7"0%-"$-7"F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-7"
h'(&0?3(%&&06*):A-7" )*0" >:0$(:?;" B-70?3*%?3-(" T=A(%0" :7$" E-(B-00-7S




F-%0-" 8-(A:7$-7-7" >**B)?3&023)7&)0%-7" 8-(A-(6-7" 0%?3" 3%7&-(" -%7-B"
6*'A)*%0%-(&-7"Ja(%7C%2"E-()7&F'(&:76O<"$)0"0%?3"):U"-%7"5'76*'B-()&"):0"
23=0%;)*%0?3SB)&-(%-**-7" :7$" -7-(6-&%0?3S02%(%&:-**-7" R-6(L7$:76-7"
0&L&C&D"
1%&" ):UU)**-7$-(" T/:U%6;-%&" A-(:U-7" 0%?3" >:&'(Q77-7" -0'&-(%0?3-("
@-j&-"):U"#%70&-%70".-*)&%8%&/&0&3-'(%-":7$"T-%0-7A-(60"_70?3/(U-(-*)&%'7"
:7$" *-%&-7" ):0" $%-0-7" 7%?3&" 7:(" 02-;:*)&%8-" R-6(L7$:76-7" )A<" 0'7$-(7"
UL3(-7"0%-"):?3")*0"R-*-6-"UL("$%-"Y'&F-7$%6;-%&"$-(".-8'*:&%'7%-(:76"$-("
e-*&0%?3&" $:(?3" 7-:-" #(;*/(:76-7" )7<" $%-" $%-" E-(&(-&-(" $-(" ;*)00%0?3-7"
Y)&:(F%00-70?3)U&-7" ):0" -%6-77L&C%6-7" Q7&-(-00-7" :7&-($(L?;&-7<" $%-"
*/760&" )A-("A-F%-0-7" 0-%-7D",%-0" 6-*&-" C:B"R-%02%-*" UL("$%-"mA-(&()6:76"
8'7" #7-(6%-7" %7" -*-;&('B)67-&%0?3-7" '$-(" B'(23'6-7-&%0?3-7" h-*$-(7"
c86*D" G3-*$();-<" !44Hd" '$-(" UL(" $%-" R-C%-3:76" 8'7" l:)7&-723=0%;" :7$"
l:)7&-720=?3'*'6%-" c86*D" e'*%70;=<" !44HdD" R-%" >03" :7$" T-F%&&" c!44^d"
U%7$-&" B)7" 6)(" -%7-" >(&" 7-:-7" K'&&-0A-F-%0" %7" $-(" >77)3B-"
02%()*Un(B%6-(" #7-(6%-7<" $%-" 0%?3" 0?37-**-(" )*0" $%-" 9%?3&6-0?3F%7$%6;-%&"
A-F-6&-7D"R-?;-(":7$"h-*07-("c!44\d"C:U'*6-<"$%-7&"$%-"R-(:U:76"):U"$%-"
J6-3-%*%6&-" e%00-70?3)U&O" 2(%B/(" $-(" E'(A-:6:76" 6-6-7" -%7-" ;(%&%0?3-"
T%7&-(U()6:76"$-("B-%0&"-(3-A*%?3"8-(-%7U)?3-7$-7"Q7&-(2(-&)&%'7-7"8'7"
f:0)BB-73/76-7"c86*D"-A$D<"GD"!IWdD""
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !!4"
,%-" B-%0&-7" $-(" )76-7'BB-7-7" ;'0B%0?3-7" :7$" %($%0?3SB-70?3*%S
?3-7" 9-3(-7" -7&0&)BB-7" $-7" %7" $-(" #0'&-(%;" 8-(A(-%&-&-7" B=0&%0?3-7"
sUU-7A)(:760*-3(-7" $-0"B%&" $-B" /6=2&%0?3-7" K'&&" @3'&3" %$-7&%U%C%-(&-7"
T-(B-0" @(%0B-6%0&'0" c86*D" 9-:-7A-(6-(<" !4^\dD" ,)0" ):U" %37" A-C'6-7-"
G?3(%U&&:B" $-(" 7-:2*)&'7%0?3-7" K7'0%0<" $)0" ):?3" 8'7" a)()?-*0:0" ):U6-S
6(%UU-7" :7$" F-%&-(" 6-6-A-7" F:($-<" -7&3/*&" %7" 0-%7-7" $-(" mA-(*%-U-(:76"
7)?3"0B)()6$-7-7"@)U-*7<"$%-")7"$%-"K-A'&0&)U-*7"$-0"B'0)%0?3-7"K'&&-0"
-(%77-(7<"$%-"CFn*U"5-(7):00)6-7"$-0"6n&&*%?3"6-'UU-7A)(&-7"K-3-%BF%0S
0-70D" ,'(&" -7&3)*&-7-"e-%03-%&-7"F%-" J'A-7" 6*-%?3" :7&-7O" '$-(" J)**-0" %7"
$-("e-*&"%0&"2'*)(O"c86*D"-A$D<"GD"HWUUDd":7$"8%-*-")7$-(-"F-($-7"7)?3">:US
U)00:76" $-(" 6-6-7F/(&%6-7" -0'&-(%0?3-7" G&(nB:76-7" $:(?3" $%-" 3-:&%6-"
a3=0%;" )76-A*%?3" A-0&/&%6&" :7$" A-F%-0-7D" ,)" )A-(" $%-" B)&-(%-**S23=S
0%;)*%0?3-7"#(;-77&7%00-"A-%"F-%&-B"7%?3&"UL("$%-"R-0&/&%6:76")**-("-0'&-S
(%0?3-7"mA-(C-:6:76-7"3-()76-C'6-7"F-($-7";n77-7<"F-($-7"$%-")7"7)S
&:(F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-7" R-F-%0UL3(:76-7" '(%-7&%-(&-7" R-6(L7$:76-7" -(S
6/7C&"$:(?3"R-(:U:76"):U"3n3-("-7&F%?;-*&-<" J';;:*&-O"G%77-0'(6)7-<"B%&"
F-*?3-7"CD"RD"$%-"e)3(7-3B:76"$-("B-70?3*%?3-7">:()"Bn6*%?3"0-%"c86*D"
GC-2-0" g" k3)('7<" VWW!dD" ,-(" Y'&F-7$%6;-%&" -%7-(" cp:)0%dF%00-70?3)U&S
*%?3-7" sAb-;&%8%-(:76" -7&02(-?3-7" $%-" QB%&)&%'7-7" $-0" 7)&:(F%00-7S
0?3)U&*%?3-7"9)A'(0-&&%760<" CD"RD" %7"h'(B"-%7-0">:()SG'B)Sh'&')22)()&-0"




-j;*:0%8-(" G'7$-(A-6)A:76-7" cCD" RD" >:()SG-3-7d"B%&" $-B">702(:?3" ):U"
F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-" 5(%&-(%-7" $-(" e%-$-(3'*A)(;-%&<" mA-(2(LUA)(;-%&" :7$"
:7%8-(0-**-7"KL*&%6;-%&D"
Religiosität als condition humaine 
,-(">70?3-%7"-%7-("e%-$-(;-3("$-0".-*%6%n0-7"%7"h'(B"B=0&%0?3-(<"-0'&-S
(%0?3-(":7$"7-:-("F%-"):?3"&()$%&%'7-**-("(-*%6%n0-("s(%-7&%-(:76-7"&(L6&D"
,-77" F-$-(" $%-" F-0&-:('2/%0?3-7" K-0-**0?3)U&-7" %7" %3(-(" U(L3S" :7$"






7/(" '(%-7&%-(&-7" Q7&-**-;&:-**-7" 8-(&(-&-7" F:($-D" Y%?3&" 0-*&-7" -(0-&C&-7"
$%-0-" $%-" .-*%6%'7" $:(?3" 2'*%&%0?3-" '$-(" 23%*'0'23%0?3-" mA-(C-:6:76-7"







X-$'?3" 7%?3&" )**-%7" $%-" 8-(B-%7&*%?3-" e%-$-(;-3(" $-0" .-*%6%n0-7" %B"
2'0&%7$:0&(%-**-7" f-%&)*&-(<" 0'7$-(7" ):?3" $)0" C:(" E-(UL6:76" 0&-3-7$-"
(-*%6%'70F%00-70?3)U&*%?3-":7$"-&37'*'6%0?3-"1)&-(%)*"-(*):A&"$%-">77)3S
B-<"$)00"-0";-%7-"B-70?3*%?3-"5:*&:(":7$"K-0-**0?3)U&"'37-"(-*%6%n0-":7$"
B=&3%0?3-"mA-(*%-U-(:76-7" 6%A&D",)B%&" -(3-A&" 0%?3"$%-" h()6-<" 'A"1=&3'S
*'6%-":7$".-*%6%'0%&/&"7%?3&"C:"$-7"K(:7$-*-B-7&-7"B-70?3*%?3-7"9-A-70"
:7$" 0'C%)*-(" s(6)7%0)&%'7" C/3*-7D" f:(" R-)7&F'(&:76" $%-0-(" h()6-" %0&" -0"
7'&F-7$%6<"0%?3"$)0"e-0-7"(-*%6%n0-("#(U)3(:76"C:"8-($-:&*%?3-7<"F-*?3-"
@3-'$'(" 9-00%76" %7" 0-%7-(" G&:$%-" LA-(" $-7" bL$%0?3-7" G-*A0&3)00" c!4^+d"
$-B"/0&3-&%0?3-7"#(*-A-7"6*-%?30-&C&"B%&"$-("R-6(L7$:76]""
#0"6%A&"%7"A-%$-7">(&-7"#(*-A7%0";-%7"TLA-7":7$";-%7",(LA-7D"5-%7"
Q?3" :7$" ;-%7" ,:D" 5-%7" G:Ab-;&" :7$" ;-%7" sAb-;&N" J.-*%6%n0-" P"
#(U)3(:76" P" 3)A-7O" P" 3-%M&]" J#%76-A:7$-70-%7" %70" >A0'*:&-DO" #0"
3-%M&]"7%?3&"B-3("-%7-B"5'0B'0"6-6-7LA-(0&-3-7D"#0"3-%M&]"LA-("
$)0" Y:(S1-70?3*%?3-" :7$" $)0" Y:(SR-F:M&-<" LA-(" $)0" JK-%0&%6-O"





C:67)3B-"):U"$%-" U(L3-"Y%?3&S_7&-(0?3-%$:760U/3%6;-%&" $-0"5%7$-0" CF%S






Q7" /37*%?3-(" e-%0-" 02(%?3&" e:(B0-(" c!4^4d" $)8'7<" $)0" 1=&3%0?3-" 0-%"
-A-70'"F%-"$%-"5:70&"$%-" G2()?3-"$-(" G--*-":7$"8-(0:?3-<" $-(-7" %77-(-"
e%(;*%?3;-%&" U)00A)(":7$")(&%;:*%-(A)("C:"B)?3-7"c86*D" -A$D<" GD"VVdD"Y)?3"
T'*B" c!44Wd" 0&-**-7" (-*%6%n0-" #(*-A7%00-" $)0" %77-(-<" 8'7"
:7&-(0?3%-$*%?3-(" Q7&-70%&/&" 6-2(/6&-" #(U)3(:760U-*$" $-0" Q7$%8%$::B0"
$)(D" #0" 0-%" 8'(" )**-B" $%-" 3n3-(-" -B'&%'7)*-" Q7&-70%&/&<" $%-" C:("
R-C-%?37:76" -%7-0" (-*%6%n0-7" #(*-A7%00-0" )*0" -%7-B" B=0&%0?3-7" UL3(-D"
X-$'?3" FL($-7" $%-0-" #(*-A7%00-" 0&-&0" ):U" $-7" 5'7&-j&" (-*%6%n0-("
mA-(*%-U-(:76-7"A-C'6-7":7$"%77-(3)*A"%3(-(";'67%&%8-7"1:0&-("-(U)3(-7D"
#7&02(-?3-7$" 0%7$" k3(%0&:0SE%0%'7-7" 7:(" A-%" >76-3n(%6-7" ?3(%0&*%?3-("
.-*%6%'706-B-%70?3)U&-7" LA*%?3" :7$" 8'7" A-0&%BB&-7" ;:*&:(-**" 6/76%6-7"
E'(0&-**:760A%*$-(7"6-2(/6&D"#7&02(-?3-7$-0"6%*&"UL("K'&&-08'(0&-**:76-7"




0&-**&-<" :BU)00-7$-" 5'7C-2&%'7-7" 8'7" e-*&" %7" )**-7" %3(-7" 23=0%0?3-7<"
02%(%&:-**-7<" B'()*%0?3-7" :7$" B'&%8)&%'7)*-7" ,%B-70%'7-7" A-(-%&" :7$"
&()6-7" B%&&-*0" $-(" %7" %37-7" -7&3)*&-7-7" R-6(L7$:76-7" :7$" G)7;&%'7%-S
(:76-7"-&3%0?3-("K(:7$0/&C-":7$"B'()*%0?3-("K-A'&-"C:("G&)A%*%&/&"0'C%S
)*-(" K-B-%70?3)U&-7" A-%D" ,)B%&" 0&-**-7" .-*%6%'7-7" -A-70'" F%-" $%-" Y)S
&:(F%00-70?3)U&-7"%7"0%?3"0?3*L00%6-"5'7C-2&%'7-7"$)(<"$%-"$%-"8'(6-U:7S
$-7-" e-*&" :7$" $)0" 9-A-7" -(;*/(-7D" G%-" A-%73)*&-7" F-*&A%*$;'70%0&-7&-"
:7$" $)B%&" p:)0%S()&%'7)*-" ;):0)*-" R-6(L7$:76-7" 0'F'3*" UL(" )**&/6*%?3-"
#(-%67%00-"F%-"$-7"G'77-7):US":7$"S:7&-(6)76<"$-7"e%7$<"$-7".-6-7<")*0"
):?3" UL(" A-0'7$-(-" K-0?3-37%00-" F%-" G&L(B-<" @('?;-73-%&<" 5()7;3-%&<"




› Bekenntnis und Interesse‹ in der Hinwendung zu neuen 








0?3-" l:)*%&/&" -((-%?3-7" ;)77<" 0'F%-" B%&" $-(" #(F)(&:76" -%7-(" sUU-7A)S
(:760-(U)3(:76" :7$Z'$-(" 8'**0&/7$%6-(" #(*-:?3&:76D" ,)6-6-7" 02%-*-7"




UL(" $%-"T%7F-7$:76" C:" 7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:76-7" -(0%?3&*%?3D" #%7-(S
0-%&0" 6-3&" -0" :B"$%-" G:?3-" 7)?3" -%7-(" %B"B'$-(7-7" k3(%0&-7&:B" P" :7$"
%70A-0'7$-(-" %7" $-7" 7L?3&-(7S()&%'7)*-7" 2('&-0&)7&%0?3-7" 5%(?3-7" P"
;):B" 7'?3" 8-(B%&&-*&-7" ):M-(6-Fn37*%?3-7" K-UL3*0-(U)3(:76<" $%-" 0%?3"
B%&"B-3("e%00-7"LA-("$)0"-%6-7-"G-*A0&":7$"$%-"e-*&"8-(A%7$-7"0'**D",%-0"
;)77"B%&" $-(" G-370:?3&" 7)?3" -%7-B" ():0?33)U&-7" -;0&)&%0?3-7" f:0&)7$"
-%73-(6-3-7<" $-(" )*0" #8-7&" :7$" -((-6-7$-0" #(-%67%0" -(U)3(-7" F%($D" #0"
6-3&" 0'B%&" ):?3" $)(:B<" K-UL3*-" 8'7" G-*A0&:76-F%003-%&" :7$"
G-*A0&:70%?3-(3-%&<" )A-(" ):?3" 8'7" 9)76-F-%*-" :7$" mA-($(:00" C:"
LA-(F%7$-7" :7$" $:(?3" %7&-70%8-" K-UL3*0-(*-A7%00-" A%0" 3%7" C:("
K(-7C-(U)3(:76" $-0" -%6-7-7" G-*A0&" C:" -(0-&C-7D" >76-0&(-A&"F%($" C:$-B"
-%7" :BU)00-7$-0" e%00-7" LA-(" $%-" K-3-%B7%00-" $-0" 9-A-70<" $-B" -%7-"
0%770&%U&-7$-" R-$-:&:76" C:6-02('?3-7" F%($D" f:6*-%?3" )A-(" 8-(02(%?3&"
$%-0-0" $%-" 8-(B%00&-" 1)?3&" :7$" 5'7&('**-" LA-(" $)0" 9-A-7" :7$" 0-%7-"
_7F/6A)(;-%&-7"C:"6-F/3(*-%0&-7D"9-&C&-(-0"8-(A%7$-&"0%?3"):?3"B%&"$-B"
e:70?3<"LA-("$-7",%76-7"C:" 0&-3-7<" UL(")**&/6*%?3-"#7&&/:0?3:76-7":7$"
G'(6-7" :7-((-%?3A)(" C:"F-($-7" %7" -%7-B"f:0&)7$" 8'7" X-70-%&%6;-%&" :7$"
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !V+"
#(3)A-73-%&<" $-(" 6-*-6-7&*%?3" ):?3" eL70?3-" 7)?3" mA-(*-6-73-%&" :7$"
@(%:B23"-%70?3*%-M-7";)77D"
@('0&02-7$-<">760&B%7$-(:76":7$"G%778-(B%&&*:76"%7"-%7-("$:(?3"a)S
()$'j%-7" :7$" 9-%$-7" 6-2(/6&-7"e-*&" A%*$-7" 7)?3" G?3F)7%&C" cVWW!d" $%-"
C-7&()*-7"h:7;&%'7-7"$-0".-*%6%n0-7]""
E'7" .-*%6%'7" ;)77"B)7" 02(-?3-7<" F-77"B)7" $%-" >760&<" $%-" 8'B"
_78-(&():&-7<" 8'B" R-$('3*%?3-7<" 8'B" G%77F%$(%6-7<" 8'B" @'$<"
8'B" G?3B-(C<" 8'B" _78-(7L7U&%6-7<" 8'B" a)()$'j-7<" 8'B" K-S
3-%B7%0<"8'B"_77-77A)(-7"):06-3&<"F-77"B)7"$%-0-">760&"$:(?3"





#(A-" -7&F-$-(" 8'**0&/7$%6" )A" '$-(" 7%BB&" 0%?3" $)():0" A-0&%BB&-" #*-S
B-7&-<" $%-" B%&" A:$$3%0&%0?3-7<" 3%7$:%0&%0?3-7<" %7$%)7%0?3-7" :7$" -0'&-S
(%0?3SB=0&%0?3-7" Q7&-(2(-&)&%'7-7" 8-(A:7$-7"F-($-7D" ,%-0-(" G=7;(-&%0S
B:0" %0&"-%7-0"$-("):UU)**-7$-7"1-(;B)*-"7-:-("02%(%&:-**-("R-F-6:76-7"
:7$" A-*-6&" A-%" 6-7):-(-(" R-&()?3&:76" $-(" 0-*-;&%-(&-7" :7$" 7-:" C:0)BS
B-76-UL6&-7"(-*%6%n0-7">:UU)00:76-7<"$)00"$%-0-"2)(&%-**-7"mA-(7)3B-7"
'$-(" #*%B%7%-(:76-7" (-*%6%n0-(" #*-B-7&-" F-%&6-3-7$" )7" 02-C%U%0?3-7"
R-$L(U7%00-7" :7$" %37-7" -7&02(-?3-7$-7" 9-A-70-%70&-**:76-7" '(%-7&%-(&"
0%7$D" ,%-0-" A-$L(U7%0'(%-7&%-(&-" G-*-;&%'7" (-*%6%n0-(" #*-B-7&-" F%($" &-%*S
F-%0-" ):?3" )*0" (-*%6%n0-" 5'70:B3)*&:76" ;(%&%0%-(&" :7$" )*0" G:2-(B)(;&S
1-7&)*%&/&" %B" _B6)76" B%&" (-*%6%n0-7" Q73)*&-7" :7$" mA-(*%-U-(:76-7" %7S
&-(2(-&%-(&D"
,%-" &-%*F-%0-" '$-(" 8'**0&/7$%6-">A*-37:76" $-(" ?3(%0&*%?3-7"@()$%&%'7"
3)&"C:B"-%7-7"%73)*&*%?3-<"C:B")7$-(-7"3%0&'(%0?3-"K(L7$-D"G'"6-*&-7"$%-"
?3(%0&*%?3-7"5%(?3-7"$-7">73/76-(Q77-7"$-("7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:7S
6-7" )*0"1)?3&'(6)7%0)&%'7-7<" $%-" 0-%&" $-7" 5(-:CCL6-7" %BB-("F%-$-(" %7"
;(%-6-(%0?3-">:0-%7)7$-(0-&C:76-7"8-(0&(%?;&"F)(-7":7$"):?3"$%-"6('M-7"
5(%-6-"$-0"VWD"X)3(3:7$-(&0"&-%*F-%0-"A%**%6&-7D"Q7",-:&0?3*)7$";'BB&"$%-"
C:" 6(nM-(-B" @-%*" 2)00%8-" A%0" &'*-(%-(-7$-" T)*&:76" $-(" 6('M-7" 5%(?3-7"
Angela Moré 
P&G 3/4/06 !V["
6-6-7LA-(" $-B" Y)&%'7)*0'C%)*%0B:0" )*0" 1'&%8" $-(" T%7&-(U()6:76" %3(-("
K*):AFL($%6;-%&" UL(" 8%-*-" >:00&-%6-(Q77-7" 3%7C:D" >:?3" $%-" @'*-(%-(:76"
8'7" G;*)8-73)7$-*" :7$" $%-" 3/:U%6" 6-F)*&0)B-7"1%00%'7%-(:76-7" A()?3S




*)&)7&" C:B" R-%02%-*" %B" h)**" K)*%*-'" K)*%*-%0" '$-(" K%'($)7'" R(:7'0" :7$"
-(0?3L&&-(&-" %B"Y)?33%7-%7"$%-"K*):AFL($%6;-%&"$-("5%(?3-")*0"-%7-("$-("





8'B" ?3(%0&*%?3-7" K*):A-7" '$-(" $-7" 5%(?3-7D" a(L$-(%-<" >0;-&%0B:0" :7$"
G%&&-70&(-76-"$-0"a('&-0&)7&%0B:0"-A-70'"F%-",'22-*B'()*":7$"T-:?3-S
*-%"$-(";)&3'*%0?3-7"5%(?3-"F:($-7"$:(?3"$%-"c%70A-0'7$-(-"20=?3')7)*=S
&%0?3-7d" #(;-77&7%00-" LA-(" $-7" f:0)BB-73)76" 8'7" G-j:)*:7&-($(LS
?;:76":7$"Y-:('0-7A%*$:76" %7" %3(-(" G%773)U&%6;-%&" :7$"f%-*0-&C:76"3%7S
&-(U()6&D"R%0"3-:&-"0&-3&"$)(:B"e%*3-*B".-%?3"B%&"0-%7-("):U"$%-"K-7%&)*%S
&/&";'7C-7&(%-(&-7"E-(;L(C:76"$-("h(-:$0?3-7"@(%-A&3-'(%-"A-%"$-7">7S
3/76-(7" $-(" #*PI6?*S.-*%6%'7-7" 3'?3" %B" 5:(0D" Y-A-7" %3B" F%($" kD" KD"
X:760" 0?3-B)&%0%-(-7$-" :7$" 6-7-()*%0%-(-7$-" G=BA'*&3-'(%-" -A-70'" 6-S
0?3/&C&" F%-" $-00-7" >(?3-&=2-7*-3(-<" F-*?3-" $%-" >73/76-(Q77-7" $-("
7-:-7"(-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:76-7":7$"$-("#0'&-(%;"%7"$-(">77)3B-"A-0&/(;&<"
B%&"B-70?33-%&06-0?3%?3&*%?3" &%-U" 8-(F:(C-*&-7" :7$" 23=*'6-7-&%0?3" 8-(S
-(A&-7"#(U)3(:76-7"-76"8-(A:7$-7"C:" 0-%7D",)A-%"3)&"$%-"R-&'7:76"8'7"
>(?3)%;" :7$" J:()*&-B"e%00-7O" 0'F'3*" -%7-" *-6%&%B%-(-7$-"F%-" 0-*A0&A-S
0&/(;-7$-"h:7;&%'7D"Q7"$-7">:00)6-7"LA-(")*&-0"e%00-7"0?3F%76-7"C:$-B"
#B'&%'7-7"8'7"J-%7-7")*&-7"G?3)&C"3-A-7"ACFD"F%-$-("):06()A-7O"B%&<"%7"
$-7-7" $)0" K-3-%B7%08'**-" :7$" >A-7&-:-(*%?3-" $-(" 1/(?3-7" :7$" G)6-7"
)7;*%76&D" G'" 0?3(-%A&" K('U" c%7" K('U" g" R-77-&&<" !44+d<" -%7-(" $-("
A-;)77&-0&-7"E-(&(-&-("3-:&%6-("#0'&-(%;]""





C:" $-7" 6('M-7" 02%(%&:-**-7" a3%*'0'23%-7" $-0" s0&-70" F%-" $-7"
:7&-(0?3%-$*%?3-7">(&-7"$-0"|'6)":7$"8-(0?3%-$-7-7"G?3:*-7"$-0"
R:$$3%0B:0" :7$" @)'%0B:0<" C:" $-7" B=0&%0?3-7" fF-%6-7" $-0" X:S
$-7&:B0<"$-0"k3(%0&-7&:B0":7$"$-0"Q0*)B":7$"8%-*-7")7$-(-7"-0'S
&-(%0?3-7"@()$%&%'7-7"):0")**-7"f-%&-7"C:"0-3-7"c-A$D<"GD"+4dD""
,)0"f%&)&" %0&" -%7" -j-B2*)(%0?3-0"R-%02%-*" UL("$%-" -;*-;&%C%0&%0?3-"e)3**'S
0%6;-%&":7$"R-*%-A%6;-%&<"B%&"$-(")**-")*0"B=0&%0?3"-(0?3-%7-7$-7"@()$%&%'S
7-7"%7"-0'&-(%0?3-7"@-j&-7"):U6-6(%UU-7":7$"8-(-%77)3B&"F-($-7D"f:$-B"
-(0?3-%7&" $)0" J)*&-" e%00-7O" ):U6(:7$" 0-%7-0" 3=2'&3-&%0?3-7" >*&-(0" )*0"
K)()7&"$-("e)3(3-%&":7$"F%($"$)B%&"C:(":73%7&-(U()6A)(-7"l:-**-D">A-("
$)0" >*&-" %0&" ):?3" $)0" 8-(A'(6-7" K-F-0-7-<" e%-$-(-7&$-?;&-<" $-B" $)0"
1=&3%0?3-" :7$"1)6%0?3-" G*"& $*" )73)U&-&D" t37*%?3-" R-6(L7$:7600&(:;&:S
(-7" :7$" K*'(%U%C%-(:7607-%6:76-7" U%7$-7" 0%?3" %7" $-(" R-(:U:76" ):U" $)0"
e%00-7" )*&-(" JF-%0-(" h():-7O<" F-*?3-0" B)&(%)(?3)*-7" 5:*&:(-7"
-7&0&)BB-D"
T%-(" *)00-7" 0%?3" 0&)(;-<" b-$'?3"F-%&6-3-7$" :7A-F:00&-"eL70?3-" -(S
)37-7<" 0%?3" ):U" U(L3-(-" K-7-()&%'7-7" A-(:U-7" :7$" 0&L&C-7" C:" ;n77-7D"
,)(%7"8-(A'(6-7"*%-6&"$-("e:70?3"7)?3"_7&-(0&L&C:76<"A-%"F-*?3-B"$%-"%7"
%3(-(" K*):AFL($%6;-%&" %7U()6-" 6-0&-**&-" #*&-(76-7-()&%'7" b-$'?3" LA-(S
02(:76-7" F%($D" G%-" 0&-3&" %7" $%-0-7" QB)6%7)&%'7-7" %B" RL7$7%0" B%&" $-7"
7-:-(-7" 6-0-**0?3)U&*%?3-7" 1/?3&-7<" $%-" $)0" >*&-<" _(02(L76*%?3-" (L?;S
0%?3&0*'0"C-(0&n(&-7":7$"C-(0&n(-7D"h-(7-("3)&"A-%"5%7$-(7"8'7"0?3:*$3)U&"
8-(0&(%?;&-7" #*&-(7" '$-(" K('M-*&-(7" cCD" RD" %B" $-:&0?3-7" Y)&%'7)*0'C%)S
*%0B:0d"$%-"R-(:U:76"):U")*&-0"e%00-7"):?3"$%-"h:7;&%'7"$-("#7&%$-7&%U%S
C%-(:76" 8'7" $-7" :7B%&&-*A)(" 8'(3-(6-3-7$-7" K-7-()&%'7-7<" %7$-B" ):U"
/*&-(-"E'(U)3(-7" C:(L?;6-6(%UU-7"F%($D" f:6*-%?3" )A-(" 8-((/&" 0%?3" $%-" :7S






7%?3&" C:U/**%6" %7",-:&0?3*)7$"$%-" %7" $%-" X)3(-" 6-;'BB-7-7">76-3n(%6-7"
$-(" H^-(SR-F-6:76<" $%-" 7)?3" $-B" G?3-%&-(7" %3(-(" 0'C%)*%0&%0?3-7"eL7S
0?3-" :7$" Q$-)*-" C:B" @-%*" %7" -0'&-(%0?3-" E'(0&-**:760F-*&-7" U*L?3&-&-7"





):U" $)0" Kn&&*%?3-<" Y:B%7'0-" :7$" @()70C-7$-7&)*-" 6(:7$0/&C*%?3" $-7"
>:0$(:?;" -%7-(" G-370:?3&" 7)?3" )(?3)%0?3-7" G-*A0&'Ab-;&-7D",-B".-*%6%S
n0-7" ;'BB-" -(0)&CF-%0-" $%-" h:7;&%'7" -%7-(" T)*&" 6-A-7$-7" R-C%-3:76"
%7B%&&-7" $-("t760&-" :7$"_70%?3-(3-%&-7" $-0",)0-%70" C:D" mA-(" $%-" G-37S
0L?3&-":7$"T'UU7:76-7"%7"7-:-7"(-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:76-7"6-A-7"8'(")**-B"
$%-" %7" $%-0-7" 0-*-;&%8" A-8'(C:6&-7" (-*%6%n0-7" R-CL6-" :7$" K*):A-70-*-S
B-7&-":7$"%3(-"R-F-(&:76-7">:U0?3*:00D"
G'" 02%-*-7" UL("$%-"s(%-7&%-(:76" )7"A:$$3%0&%0?3-7"@()$%&%'7-7"$-(-7"
2)C%U%0&%0?3-" T)*&:76-7" -%7-" F-0-7&*%?3-" .'**-D" a)C%U%0B:0" :7$" Y/?30S
&-7*%-A-"F-($-7")A-("):?3"2'0%&%8"%7"-%7-("R-C:67)3B-"):U"X-0:0"3-(8'(S
6-3'A-7<" %7" $-(" $%-0-(" 3/:U%6" B%&" R:$$3)" 8-(6*%?3-7" '$-(" %7" $%(-;&-"
R-C%-3:76" C:B"R:$$3%0B:0"6-A()?3&"F%($" P" 8-(A:7$-7"B%&" G2-;:*)&%'S
7-7" LA-(" -%7-7" Q7$%-7):U-7&3)*&" 8'7" X-0:0" :7$" 0-%7-B" XL76-(" @3'B)0"
c86*D" .:=0A--;" g" 1-00%76<" !444dD" ,-B6-B/M" A-C-%?37-&" $-(" 1=0&%;-("
#(%;"8)7".:=0A--;" c)*%)0">7$(`"8)7"#=?;d" -%7%6-"G?3(%U&-7"):0"$-B"Y)6"
T)BB)$%")*0" UL7U&-0"ACFD")*0"@3'B)0-8)76-*%:B<"):U"$)0"0%?3"8'(")**-B"




6%n0-7" R-F-6:76-7" )B"R:$$3%0B:0" :7$" $-7" (-*%6%n0-7" @()$%&%'7-7" %7S
$%)7%0?3-("5:*&:(-7D",-(-7".-02-;&"8'("$-("@%-(S":7$"aU*)7C-7F-*&"0'F%-"
$-("#($-")*0"-%7-B"n;'*'6%0?3-7"K-0)B&'(6)7%0B:0"-(3)*&-7"$)A-%"E'(S
A%*$S" :7$"s(%-7&%-(:760U:7;&%'7D">**-($%760"F%($"$%-" ()$%;)*%0%-(&-" h'(B"
$%-0-(" 9-A-700?3:&C23%*'0'23%-<" F%-" 0%-" %70A-0'7$-(-" %B" X)%7%0B:0"
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !V\"
c):?3]" X%7%0B:0d" ):U&(%&&<" %7" $-7" 7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7" R-F-6:76-7" $-("
F-0&*%?3-7"5:*&:(-7"7%?3&"):U6-6(%UU-7D"
















$-(" s37B)?3&" :7$" >:06-*%-U-(&3-%&D" R-%" B)6%0?3-7" T)7$*:7608'**CL6-7"
LA-(()0?3&" :70" 7%?3&<" $)00" 0%-" B%&" >**B)?3&0FL70?3-7" :7$" S23)7&)0%-7"
-%73-(6-3-7D" hL(" $%-" F-0&*%?3-" 5'7C-2&:)*%0%-(:76" 8'7" .)&%'7)*%&/&" %0&"
-3-("$%-"h-0&0&-**:76"$-0"#&37'*'6-7"#8)70Sa(%&?3)($"c!4\^d"-(0&):7*%?3<"
$)00" %7" %7$%6-7-7"5:*&:(-7" $%-0-" a();&%;-7" 7%?3&" ):U" >**B)?3&0FL70?3-"
C:(L?;C:UL3(-7" 0-%-7<" 0'7$-(7" $-(" 5'7C-2&:)*%0%-(:76" -%7-0"e-*&A%*$-0"
$%-7&-7<" %7"F-*?3-B" $%-" $:(?3"B)6%0?3-" .%&:)*-" -(C-:6&-7" 5):0)*%&/&-7"
b-7-7" ;'7;(-&-7" R-C:60()3B-7" 3-(0&-**-7<" B%&" $-00-7" T%*U-" )**&/6*%?3-"
#7&0?3-%$:76-7"3-(A-%6-UL3(&":7$"0'C%)*-"5'7U*%;&-"6-(-6-*&"F-($-7";n7S
7-7D""
Q7" 0-%7-(" .-*%6%'70;(%&%;" A-C'6" h(-:$" c!4V\d" 0%?3" ):00?3*%-M*%?3" ):U"
$%-" B'7'&3-%0&%0?3-7" E)&-(S.-*%6%'7-7<" )*0'" $)0" X:$-7&:B" :7$" $)0"






K:(:0D" ,%-" 8'7" $%-0-7" 8-(&(-&-7-7" .-*%6%'7-7" ;-77-7" b-$'?3" -7&F-$-("
;-%7"2-(0'7)*-0"K'&&-0A%*$"cR:$$3%0B:0d"'$-(")A-("F-%0-7"-%7-"E%-*C)3*"
8'7"K'&&3-%&-7"):U<"$%-"7%?3&"$:(?3"-%7-7"B/77*%?3-7"E)&-(6'&&"$'B%7%-(&"
F-($-7D" ,%-" (-*%6%n0-7" @()$%&%'7-7" $-0" T%7$:%0B:0" :7$" R:$$3%0B:0"
$)(:B" )*0" 2(/n$%2)*-" .-*%6%'7-7" C:" %7&-(2(-&%-(-7<" F%($" b-$'?3" $-(-7"
;'B2*-j-7"-&3%0?3S23%*'0'23%0?3-7"9-3(-7"7%?3&"6-(-?3&D"
,%-" -A-7U)**0" %7"$-7"7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:76-7":7$"A-0'7$-(0" %7"
$-("#0'&-(%;"F%-$-(" C:" 6('M-("R-*%-A&3-%&" 6-*)76&-">0&('*'6%-" A-U(%-$%6&"
7)?3">:UU)00:76"#*%)$-0" c!4\^d" CF-%"R-$L(U7%00-D"f:B"-%7-7"A-U(-%&"$%-"
E'(A-0&%BB&3-%&"$-("-%6-7-7"f:;:7U&"$)8'(<"$)00"$)0"G:Ab-;&")*0"-%7"U(-%"
-7&0?3-%$-7$-0" e-0-7" UL(" 0-%7-" f:;:7U&" 0-*A0&" $%-" E-()7&F'(&:76" C:"
&()6-7"3)&D"f:B")7$-(-7"3-A&"0%-"b-7-"7)(C%00&%0?3-"5(/7;:76<"$%-"h(-:$"
%7"R-C:6"):U"$%-"5'2-(7%;)7%0?3-"#7&$-?;:76"-(F/37&-<"F%-$-("):UD",-77"
$-(" 1-70?3" 0&-3-" 7:7" $'?3" 7%?3&" )**-%7" :7$" 8-(*'(-7" )B" .)7$-" -%7-0"
:7-7$*%?3-7" _7%8-(0:B0<" 0'7$-(7" UL3*-" 0%?3"B%&" $%-0-B" %7" %77%6-(" :7$"
6-3-%B7%08'**-(" e-%0-" $%(-;&" 8-(A:7$-7D" ,%-" $)B%&" -%73-(6-3-7$-7"






,)6-6-7" C-%6&" 0%?3" A-%" '(6)7%0%-(&-7" (-*%6%n0-7" K(:22%-(:76-7<" $%-"
0%?3"C:7-3B-7$"6-6-7"$%-">:M-7F-*&")A0?3'&&-7"'$-(")A-("%3(-"1%&6*%-S
$-("B%00%'7)(%0?3" &()%7%-(-7" cCD" RD" G?%-7&'*'6=d<" -%7-" $-:&*%?3-" @-7$-7C"
C:(">:U*n0:76"8'7"G:Ab-;&A-C'6-73-%&":7$"8'7" Q?30&(:;&:(-7"C:6:70&-7"
$-("#%7S":7$"_7&-('($7:76"$-("1%&6*%-$-("%7"$%-"3%-()(?3%0?3"'(6)7%0%-(&-"
R-F-6:76D" ,%-0-" '(6)7%0%-(&-7" (-*%6%n0-7" K-B-%70?3)U&-7" F%-" CD" RD" $%-"
R3)6F)7SR-F-6:76"'$-("1:7SG-;&-"F%-0-7"-%7-"0&)(;-"f-7&(%-(:76"):U"
-%7-" -%7C-*7-" c%D" $D" .D" B/77*%?3-d" hL3(:7602-(0'7" ):U" 0'F%-" -%7-"
3%-()(?3%0?3-"s(6)7%0)&%'7"B%&"0&(-76-7"G&)&:&-7D"Q7"%37-7"0&-**&"0%?3"-%7-"
5'((-02'7$-7C" 8'7" >A3/76%6;-%&0A-$L(U7%00-7" :7$" 1)?3&S" :7$" 5'7S
&('**)702(L?3-7"3-(<"%7"F-*?3-7"0%?3"):?3"02-C%U%0?3-"_7&-(F-(U:7600&()S
Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !V4"




7-$)0" c86*D" 9L&6-<" !44!dD" >:?3" 3%-(" %0&<" /37*%?3" F%-" %7" $-7" 0&(-76" 7)?3"
):M-7" )A6-0?3*'00-7-7" (-*%6%n0-7" K-B-%70?3)U&-7" $-(" 7-:-7" (-*%6%n0-7"
R-F-6:76<" $-(" >AA(:?3" )**-(" A%03-(%6-7" 0'C%)*-7" R%7$:76-7" :7$" $%-"
>:0*n0?3:76"$-("-%6-7-7"E-(6)76-73-%&"6-U'($-(&D",%-0"$%-7&"3%-("b-$'?3"
7%?3&" $-(" E-(0?3B-*C:76" B%&" $-(" K-B-%70?3)U&" :7$" $-(" _7&-(F-(U:76"
%3(-(".-6-*7<" 0'7$-(7"$-("E-(0?3B-*C:76"B%&"$-("Y)&:(":7$"$-(">72)0S
0:76")7"%3(-"K-0-&CB/M%6;-%&-7D",%-"Y)&:("-(0-&C&")*0'"%7"$-7"%7$%8%$:)S
*%0%-(&-7" (-*%6%n0-7" R-CL6-7" $%-" K-B-%70?3)U&D" ,%-0-(" _7&-(0?3%-$" */00&"
0%?3"B%&"$-7"8'7"R)*%7&" c!4^^d")*0")7;*)BB-(7$"c';7'23%*d"8-(0:0";'7S
&);&8-(B-%$-7$" c23%*'A)&%0?3d" A-C-%?37-&-7" .-);&%'70F-%0-7" A-0?3(-%S
A-7<" $%-" $%-" #j&(-BU'(B-7" $-(" R-F/*&%6:76" -7&&/:0?3-7$-(" G'C%)*;'7S
&);&-"?3)();&-(%0%-(-7D",)00"-0":B"$-(-7";'7&()23'A%0?3-">AF-3("6-3&<"
B)?3&"$-("k)0&)7-$)S>73/76-("9L&6-"c!44!d"%7"$-("a(';*)B%-(:76"-%7-0"
J0&()&-6%0?3-7O" T)7$-*70" $-:&*%?3<" $-00-7" E'(C:6" -(" $)(%7" -(;-77&<" 7%-S
B)*0" 3%*U*'0" ):06-*%-U-(&" C:" 0-%7]" q#0" 6%A&" %BB-(" -%7-" 1n6*%?3;-%&" $-0"
T)7$-*70"P":7$"$)():U";'BB&"-0")7r"c-A$D<"GD"I^dD"
,%-"$-:&*%?3-"T-&-('6-7%&/&"%77-(3)*A"$-("7-:-7"(-*%6%n0-7"R-F-6:7S
6-7"3)&" %3(-"_(0)?3-" 0'F'3*" %7"$-(":7&-(0?3%-$*%?3-7" 0'C%)*-7"T-(;:7U&"
F%-"$-("E%-*U)*&"$-("1'&%8-"%3(-("Q7&-(-00-7&Q77-7D",-("):UU)**-7$"F-%?3-7"
>(&%;:*)&%'7"8'7"5(%&%;")7"mA-(C-:6:76-7<"e-(&3)*&:76-7":7$".-)*%&/&-7"
%7" $-7" F-0&*%?3-7" K-0-**0?3)U&-7" 0&-3&" -%7" 3/:U%6" 0-3(" $(/76-7$-0"
R-$L(U7%0" 7)?3"E-(/7$-(:76-7<" 8-(A:7$-7"B%&" 'U&" 3'3-B"9-%$-70$(:?;"
)7" $-7" A-0&-3-7$-7"E-(3/*&7%00-7" %7" $-7"T-(;:7U&06-0-**0?3)U&-7" :7$" S
B%*%-:0" 6-6-7LA-(D",-(">70?3*:00" )7" -%7-" 7-:-" (-*%6%n0-"R-F-6:76" :7$"
$-(" R-C:6" ):U" -0'&-(%0?3-" a();&%;-7" 3)&" 7-A-7" $-(" 0:Ab-;&%8-7"
02%(%&:-**-7" R-$-:&:76" ):?3" $%-" h:7;&%'7" $-(" 5(%&%;" )7" A-0&-3-7$-7"
6-0-**0?3)U&*%?3-7" E-(3/*&7%00-7D" ,%-" >7&F'(&" ):U" $%-0-"F%($" $:(?3" -%7-"




F-%&-(" %7" $%-0-7" 8-(A*-%A-7<" 8'B" )*&-(7)&%8-7" .)7$" 3-(" ):U" $%-" K-0-**S
0?3)U&":7$"%3(-"9-A-70F-%0-7":7$"mA-(C-:6:76-7"8-(/7$-(7$"-%7F%(;-7D"
! Anmerkungen 
hL(" $%-" ;'70&(:;&%8S;(%&%0?3-" ,:(?30%?3&" $-0" 1)7:0;(%2&0" :7$" 8%-*-" 3%*U(-%?3-"
>7(-6:76-7" $)7;-" %?3",(D" #$%&3" h()7;-" 8'B" G-B%7)(" UL(" .-*%6%'70F%00-70?3)U&"
$-("_7%8-(0%&/&"T)77'8-(D" hL("$-7" Q73)*&"$-0"@-j&-0" &()6-" %?3" )**-%7"$%-"E-()7&S
F'(&:76D"
! Literatur 
>03<" ,)8%$" g" T-F%&&<" a-&-(" c!44^dD" L4$$*#$+,61%& /*"& F8%%*"'& A."& D,H$4B& /*$&
l<*"#6%\"04+,*#'&h()7;U:(&")B"1)%7]"fF-%&):0-7$-%70D"
R)*%7&<"1%?3)-*"c!4^^dD">#?$%0.$%&.#/&-*?"*$$4)#'"G&:&&6)(&]"5*-&&Sk'&&)D"
R-?;-(<" @3'(0&-7" g" h-*07-(<" a)&(%?;" c!44\dD" 1-&3'$-7" $-(" Q7$';&(%7)&%'7" :7$"
1)7%2:*)&%'7"%7"(-*%6%n0-7":7$"F-*&)70?3):*%?3-7"K(:22%-(:76-7D"Q7"e%*$F)00-("














#8)70Sa(%&?3)($<" #$F)($" #D" c!4\^dD" ]*Y*"*4[& `"6B*0& .#/& @6?4*& <*4& /*#& A6#/*D"
h()7;U:(&")B"1)%7]"G:3(;)B2D"




Esoterik, Spiritualität und die neue Suche nach Transzendenz 
P&G 3/4/06 !+!"





T'(7<" R-(7$" c!44\dD" @3-()2-:&%0?3-"e%(;:76" $-0" %$-)*%0%-(&-7"sAb-;&-0" %7" a0=S
?3')7)*=0-":7$".-*%6%'7D"K-A():?3":7$"1%MA():?3"$-("9%-A-D" Q7"5:(&"Tn3U-*$"g"




5)('F<" |8'77-" c!4^^dD" A."& 7)#$%".B%4)#& .#/& V.#B%4)#& ^)#& 2.<_*B%0)$4?B*4%& 63&





9L&6-<" 9'&3)(" .D" c!44!dD" C6"0)$& C6$%6#*/6& .#/& /4*& T*,"*#& /*$& 9)#& E.6#'& !4#*&
G"6B%4$+,*&>#0*4%.#?[&/4*&*$&*"38?04+,%[&9)#&E.6#$&T*,"*#&#6+,S.^)00S4*,*#&.#/&43&
%U?04+,*#&T*<*#&6#S.P*#/*#D"h(-%A:(6"%D"R(D]"R):-(D"
1)67%7<" k3)7&)*" g" .=?37-(<" 1)(%)77-" c!44HdD" `,#36+,%& r& >0036+,%'& A."&
2%".B%."0)?4B& /*"& !$)%*"4B& cG?3(%U&-7(-%3-dD" R-(7]" _7%8-(0%&/&<" Q70&%&:&" UL(" G'C%'S
*'6%-D"
1%0?3'<" X'3)77-0" c!4\HdD" ,-(" )7$-(-" h(-:$D" Q7" T)70" R-7$-(" cT(06Dd<" D6"6G$HI




a*)&&)<" T'*$6-(" c!44^dD" ,%-" Q$-7&%&/&0SQ$--" $-(" s;;:*&%0B:0A-F-6:76D" Q7" $-(0D<"
a/*#%4%U%$Ia/**#'& A."& ?*$*00$+,61%04+,*#& Z*"#4+,%.#?& .#$*"*$& 2*0<$%<*P.$$%$*4#$"
cGD!W\S!+[dD"K%-M-7]"a0=?3'0'C%)*D"
a*)&&)<"T'*$6-("cVWW!dD",%-"0)7U&-"R-b)3:76"$-0"T'*'?):0&D"f:("(-?3&0-j&(-B%0&%S
0?3-7" Q$-'*'6%-" :7$" G'C%)*20=?3'*'6%-" $-(" C-%&6-7n00%0?3-7" #0'&-(%;A-F-6:76D"
D$H+,)$)S460[&jv&JpK<"^\S44D"











GC-2-0<" 1)(%)" g" k3)('7<" eD" cVWW!dD" 94*& ?*,*43*#& T*,"*#& /*$& ><*#/06#/*$'&
>+6/*346&)++.0%6'&94*&F".#/06?*#'&94*&D"6Y4$D"1L7?3-7]"s(A%0D""
e%*A-(<" 5-7<" #?;-(<" R(:?-" g" >7&3'7=<" ,%?;" cT(06DdD" c!44^dD" @*4$%*"[& F.".$[&
@*#$+,*#1U#?*"'&l<*"&/4*&a#%*?"4%U%&$G4"4%.*00*"&L*?*D"h()7;U:(&")B"1)%7]"h%0?3-(D"
e'*%70;=<" G&-23-7" c!44HdD" 96$& :6)& /*$& C,6)$'& o.6#%*#<*P.m%$*4#& .#/& /6$&
!##*6?"633D"h(-%A:(6"%D"R(D]"9L?3'FD"
e:(B0-(<" 9`'7" c!4^4dD" 94*& S*"<")+,*#*& L4"B04+,B*4%'& D$H+,)6#60H$*& 60$& /6$&
2%./4.3&^)#&7)#104B%&.#/&7)3G0*3*#%6"4%U%D"R-(*%7]"G2(%76-(D"
"
"
